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INSTRUCTIONS A 


them that come to be Con- 


firmed, by way of Queſtion 


and Anſwer. 
A. A ſolemn Rite, in- 


ſtituted by the Apoſtles, 


wherein the Biſhop, by laying on of 
Hands, and by fervent Prayer, and 
authoritative Benediction, conveys to 
ſuch Perſons, who, in the Preſence 
of God and the Congregation, ſin- 
cerely renew their Baptiſmal Vow, a 


H AT is Confirmation? 


farther Degree of God's Grace and 


Holy Spirit. : 
Q. What is the End and Def Toh of 
Confirmation? 


A. That baptized Chritians ſhould, 
by their own deliberate Choice, tale 


upon themſelves that Vow and Pro- 


miſe, which was made in their Names 


--: by their Godfathers and Godmothers, 


A 2 when 


* 


(4) 

when they were admitted Members of 
Chriſt's Church; ſo that the confirmed 
Perion expreſly conſents to the Baptiſ- 
mal Covenant, and before God and 
many Witneſſes engages to perform 
his Part of it. 

At what Age is Confirmation to 
be adminiſtered 4 

A. The Church of England hath 
not determined any certain. Age, but 
requires it to be done only to ſuch, as 
are come to a competent Age; which 
implies, that none ſhould be admitted, 
till they underſtand the Nature of the 
Baptiſmal Vow, which they then renew, 
and till they are capable of making a 
prudent and firm Reſolution of obſerv- 
ing it. 

5 . What Cuſtom was there among the 
Jews, which bore any Reſemblance with 
Confirmation ? 

A. The Jews were wont to bring 

their Children before the 

N Congregation at Thirteen 
brenn. Years old, when they had 
learned the Law, and the Explication 
thereof, and their daily Prayers; where- 
upon they were declared Sons of the 
Precept, and henceforth they were to 
anfwer 


(5) 
anfwer for their own Sins, for which, 
before, the Fathers, and not the Child- _ 
ren had been reſponſible; and the Rite 
ended with Prayers and Praiſes. 

Q. What hath the Church of England 
declared concerning Confirmation? 

A. That it hath been a 
ſolemn, ancient, and laud- Can. Ix. 
able Cuſtom, continued 
from the Apoſtles Time, that all Bi- 
ſhops ſhould lay their Hands upon 
Children. baptized and inſtructed in the 
Catechiſm of the Chriſtian Religion, 
praying over them, and bleſſing them. 

Q. How docs it appear that this Kite 
was uſed by the Apoltles ? 

A. We have the Scripture itſelf for 
the Evidence of the Fact; for when + 
the Men of Samaria had 
been converted and bap- Att viii. 
tized, and had received the 
Word of God, the Apoſtles St. Peter 
and St, John were ſent to confirm 
thoſe new Converts, to lay their Hands 
upon them that they might receive 
the Holy Ghoſt. And the | 
Diſciples at Epheſus, after Acts xix. 5, 6. 
they had been baptized 
in the Name of Jeſus, were confirmed 
A 3 by. 
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by St. Paul, who laid his Hands upon 
them, and then they received the Holy 
Ghoit. And farther, the ſame Apo- 


{tle mentions as Fundamentals, not on- 
ly the Doctrine of Bap- 


Heb. iv. 2. tiſm, but the laying on of 


Hands, by which the an- 
cient Interpreters have always uncer- 
Rood Confirmation, which appeared fo 

plain to Calvin himſelf, 
In loc. that it was his Opinion, 

that this ene Place ſhews 
evidently that Confirmation was 7nfti- 


 Tuted by the Apoſtles. 
Q. How does it af pear that Confir- 


mation Was not confined to the Age of 
the Apoſtles? 

A. Becaule this ſolemn R7te is high- 
ly uſeful and beneficial to the ſpiritual 
Wants of Chriſtians in all Ages; who 
ſtand in need of the Influences of God's 
Holy Spirit to the great Purpoſe of 
Sanctification; and was as ſuch accord- 


ingly practiſed by them in all the ſuc- 
ceeding Ages of the Church, as appears 


by che Left timony of Fathers and Coun- 


cils, who in this Matter ſpeak as Wit- 


neſſes cf a Catholick Cuſtom. 


Q. Give 


. 


K 

Q. Give me ſome Teſtimonies of 48 
Practice. 

A. Tertullian, who flouriſhed about 
fourſcore Years after St. F:hn, and who 
is very careful in relating the Practice 
of the primitive Church, 
tells us, That after Baptiſm De Bapt. e. 8, 
ſucceeds laying on of Hands, 
by Prayer calling for, and inviting the 
Foly Spirit. And St, Cyprian, who flou- 
riſhed about ſixty Years after Teriullian. 
hath this Remark upon the Hiſtory of 
the Samaritan Converts; The ſamething, 
ſays he, is praftiſed among | 
us, that they who are bap- Epiſt. 73. 


 tized in the Church, are pre- 


ſented to the Governors of it, the Biſhops, 
that by their Prayers and Impoſition of 
Hands, they may obtain the Holy Ghoſt, 
and be perfected with the Seal of Chriſt : 
W hich is, by Confirmation, to attain the 
higheſt Order of Chriſtians, St. Jerome 
ſpeaks tuil.to the Point: J 
you aht, ſays he, where 4 Dial. advert 
25 written, it is written in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles: but if there 
were no Authority 55 Scripture for it, 
yet the Conſent of all the World in this 
Particular 1s inſtead of a Command. 
1 Q. What 


9090 
Q. What are the Effects of Confir- 
mation ? 

A. In the Primitive Church, theſe 
Effects were extraordinary Gifts, ſuch as 
were neceſſary then in the Infant State 
of the Church ; but upon the Settle- 
meat of it, the Holy Spirit guides it by 
ſecret and inviſible Communications, 
which thoſe receive, who are qualified 
to partake of them in this regular and 
miniſterial Way; and they are thoſe 
ordinary Helps and Aſſiſtances, which 
are neceſſary for the performing of the 
Condittons of our Salvation, which we 
cannot work out, without the Influ- | 
ences of God's Holy Spirit. 

Q. Who is the proper Miniſter of 
Confirmation ? 

A. The Adminiſtration of this Rite 
was devolved by the Apoſtles to their 
Succeſlors, the Biſhops of the Catholic 

Church; for tho* Philip 

Acts viii. the Deacon had Liberty 
14 15s both to preach and bap- 
tire, yet the Apoſtles only 

had the Power to confirm, 
as is plain by the Hiſtory 
of the Samaritan Converts. ' 
Ard therefore this Rite is appropriated 


10 


bb. ver. 16. 
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(9) 
to the Biſhops, as being Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles in the Government of the 
Church, in all the primitive Records 
of Chriſtianity. 

Q. What . is uſed in Con- 
firmation ? 

A. The Laying on of the Hand of 
the Biſhop upon the Head of the Per- 
ſon to be confirmed; a very ancient Ce- 
remony of giving Bleſſings, practiſed 
by the Jews, and made uſe of by our 
Saviour himſelf, and ad- 


opted by the Apoſtles Mat. xix. 13. 


Acts vii. 17. 
with, Prayer for commu- Heb. vi. 2. 


nicating the Holy Spirit 
in Confirmation, and which gave Name 
to the whole Office, which 1s cal ed 
The Laying on of Harn 2 

Q. hat Qualifications are neceſſary for 
the Candidates of this Holy Ordinance ? 
A. Theſe who are brought to be 
confirmed, ought to be thoroughly i in- 
ſtructed in the Nature of thelt baptiſ- 
mal Vow, which they then renew, and 


of that Obligation chey lie under to 


perform it. 1 hey ought to be acquaint- 


ed with the Meaning of this holy Rite, 


and whole Office it is to adminiſter 
it, They ovght to have a competent 
| A 3 Degree 
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Degree of the Knowledge of thoſe 

 Chiiſtian Duties that relate to God, 
their Neighbour, and themſelves. And ©® 

in order to thele Ends, it 1s adviſeable 

that they ſhould ſome Time before read 
over the Confirmation Office. | 60 

Q. What particular Preparation is 
neceſſary before Confirmation ? | 
A. The Perſons to be confirmed 
ought to examine themſelves concern- 
ing thoſe Sins of Omifſion or Co:n- 
miſſion they have been guilty of, in 
Thought, Word, and Deed ; and to 
confels them to God, declaring their 
hearty Sorrow and Repentance for | 
them, and earneſtly begging God's Par- * 
don and Forgiveneſs; to which they 
muſt add feriouz Reſolutions of living 
anſwerably to the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
And that their Prayers and holy Pur- 
poſes may be effectual, they may do 
well to Join Faſting to them, that they 
may be the better diſpoſed to receive 
the Influences of God's Holy Spirit. 

Since you mention the Neceſſity 
of making ſcrious Reſolutions of living 
anſwerebly to the Chriſtian Profeſfion, 
when you receive Confirmation: Pray 
what do you reſolve in relation 19 thoſe 
2 | Enemies 


* 


OW, 
Enemies that oppoſe your Salvation, the 
Devil, e World, and the Fleſh ? 

A. | reſolve, by the Grace of God, 
to be always upon the Watch againſt 
thoſe various Ways, in which each of 
them is likely to endanger my Salva- 
tion; I reſolve to uſe all fit and proper 
Means to ſecure myſelf again{t thoſe 
Dangers; and particularly to fortify 
thoſe weak Places of my Mind, which 
my Temper or Circumſtances of Lite 
render moſt expoſed to them. 

QQ. What do you reſolve in relation 
to iy Devil? 

1 reſolve, by God's Aſſiſtance, 
never to give my Conſent to any of 
thoſe wicked T houghts, which he may 
throw into my Mind; nor to comply 
with any of thoſe Temptations, where- 
by he ſollicits me to Sin; neither will I 
make ute of thoſe Ways of conſulting 
him, which ungodly Men have taken. 
And ] particularly reſolve to avoid all 
Pride, Malice, and Envy, all Trea- 
chery, Lying, Revenge, and Cruelty, 
which are moſt properly the Works of 
the Devil. 

Q. I has do you reſolve is relation. 
10 the World? 

A 6 


l zhe Fieth ? 


(12) 
A. I reſolve, by the Help of God, 
not to do any thing unlawful in order to 

rocure Honour, "Riches, or Pleaſure ; 

neither will I {et my Affections immo- 
derately upon any lawful Enjoyment. 
I reſolve to contradict the evil Maxims 
and Cuſtoms, to avoid the bad Com- 
pany, of a vain and wicked World; and 


to forego all worldly Comforts and Poſ- 
ſeſſions, all my natural Relations, and 


my own Life, whenever they ſtand in 


| Competition with my Duty. 


What do you reſolve in relation to 


A. I reſolve, by God's Help, to re- 
{iſt the unlawful Deſires of my own 
corrupt Nature; to ſuppreſs all laſci- 
vious and wanton Thoughts, to avoid 


all filthy and obſcene Diſcourſe, and 


never to gratify my fleſhly Appetites 
but with Temperance and Sobriety, 
and only in ſuch a Manner as is allow- 
ed by the Law of God. And in order 
to this Purpoſe, I will ſhun Sloth and 
Idleneſs, which are common Incentives 
to our carnal Minds. 

Q. hat do you reſolve in relation to 


your Faith? 


A. I 


(13) 

A. 1 reſolve to be ſtedfaſt in the Be- 
lief of the Being of a God, which is 
evident from his making and preſerv- 
ing all Things. I reſolve ſtedfaſtly to 
believe that in this one glorious God- 


head, there are three Perſons, the Fa- 


ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
that the ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed 
Trinity, God the Son, took upon him 
Human Nature, was born of a Virgin, 


and died upon a Croſs as a Sacrifice for 


the Sins of the World; that he roſe 


again the third Day from the Dead, 


arended into Heaven, and fitteth on 
the Right Hand of God; and that he 
will come again to judge the Quick 
and the Dead. That this Son of God, 
our Lord Jeſus, planted a Church while 
he was upon Earth, and committed the 
Care of it to his Apoſtles, with a Power 
to ordain others to ſucceed them in 
their Office. That the Holy Ghoſt be- 
ſtowed miraculous Gifts upon the Apo- 
ſtles, to fit them to convert the World, 


and to bring all Mankind into the 


Chriſtian Church; in which, Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, and eternal Life after the 
Reſurrection of the Body, are always 
to be obtained, 


Q 


rn 
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Q. Why do you reſolve to believe 
thus? 
A. Becauſe theſe and all Ot hat Points 
of my Creed are revealed in the holy 
Scriptures by God himſelf, who is in- 
finite Truth, and cannot lie; who is in- 
gs Love, and will not deceive me. 
ß bat do you reſolve in relation « 
to hk Practice? | 
A. I reſolve, by the Help of Divine 
Grace, to oblerve all thole Precepts, 
which relate to God, my Ne gibour, 
and myſelf. 
Q. What do you reſolve in relation 
40 God ? 5 
A. I reſolve to pay my Obedience to 
him in a due and devout Attendance ' 
on Prayers, both in publick and pri- 
vate, au d on the holy Sacrament, I 
relolve to own his Bcunty in all the | 
geod Things I receive, and to ſubmit . 
Patiently to bis Wiſdom in all the Af— 
flictions I ſuffer. I reſolve to reverence 
his holy Name, never to uſe it light- 
ly, nor to profane it by cuſtomary 
Swearing, much leſs by falſe and faith- 
leis Oaths, I refolve to reverence his 
boy Word, conſtantly to reſort to his 
Worthip, and obſerve his Day par- 
_ ticularly 
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ticularly ſet apart for it, and to ſhew 
a due Regard to all Things and Per- 
{ons eden to him, and commiſſion- 
ed by him. 

Q. bat do you reſolve in relation to 
your Neighbour? 

A. I retolve, by the Grace of God, 
to be juſt in all my Dealings, never to 


deprive him of his Right by Fraud or 


Force; to be ſincere in my Expreſſions, 
and to be true to my Promiles, I re- 
ſolve to relieve his Neceſſities according 


to my Ability, and to be candid in in- 


terpreting his Words and Actions; ne- 
ver to ſlander him by falſe Reports, or 
unneceffarily to publ. iſn his Faults by 
Evil-Spcaking, I retolve to be meek 
and paticnt under all Provocations, and 
to be ready to forgive all Affronts and 
Injuries; and to ſtudy to promote Peace 
among all Men. I reſolve to love, re- 
verence, and obey my natural Farents, 
and to perform the ſeveral Duties J 
owe to all my Governors in Church 

and State. 
Ahab do you reſolve in relation 

to yourſelf ?. 
A. I reſolve, by the Grace of God, 
to humble myſelf under a jult Senle 


of 
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of my own Faults and Defects, not to 
be puffed up with a vain Conceit of my- 
ſelf, or with a Contempt of others. I 
reſolve to be chaſte in all my Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions; and to avoid 
every thing that may in the leaſt have 
a Tendency to Uncleanneſs; to be tem- 
perate in the Uſe of Meats, Drinks, 
and all other Enjoy ments, and to flee 
from all Temptations to Drunkenneſs. 
1 reſolve to deny myſelf, to keep my 
Body under by Faſting and Abſtinence, 
and to mortify my Affections to the 
Things of this World; and to be rea- 
dy to part with any of the Convenien- 
ces of Life rather than forſake the 
Ways of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 

Q. From whence appears the Neceſſity 
f being ſincere in theſe Reſolutions ? 
A. Becauſe God, who knows our 
Hearts, will reject our pretended Dedi— 
cation of ourſelves to his Service, if 
we engage only out of Cuſtom, and in 
Compliance with the Faſhion of the 
World; and conſequenily will with- 
hold his Grace from us, ſince we render 
2 unworthy of the Influences of 
by never really deſigning what we 


Gels profeſs. 
Q. IWhat 


(47) 

Q. What are the great Advantages 

of Confirmation ? 
A. It is à new Engagement to a 
Chriſtian Life; and is a laſting Admo- 
nition and Check not to diſhonour or 
deſert my Chriſtian Profeſſion : It tends 
to preſerve the Unity of the Church, 
by making Men ſenſible, that they are 
obliged to communicate with ſuch Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Superiors, as are endowed 
with all thoſe Powers that were left by 
the Apoſtles to their Succeſſors. And 
it is moreover a Teſtimony of God's 
Favour and Goodneſs to thoſe that re- 
ceive it. 

Q. How is it a 7 eftimony of God's 
Favour and Goodneſs to theſe that re- 
ceive it? 

4. Becauſe his lawful Miniſter de- 
clares, that God accepts their Profici- 
ency, and advances them into the high- 
eſt Rank of the Faithful, by giving 
them a Title to approach the holy Ta- 
ble. And becauſe God vouchſafes 
thereby to communicate ſupernatural 
Strength to encounter their {piritual 
Enemies, and enable them to perform 
what they undertake. 

+ 8 Care has the Church of 5 | 
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hand ſhewn for the efeFual Adminiſtr a- 
tion of Confirmation? 

A. Such is the wi's Diſcipline of our 
boly Mother, that, both by her Na- 
bricks and Canons, ſhe trains us up by 


| gradunl Steps tor A Wir chy partaking of 


this holy Rite; for, in our Baptiſm, ſhe 
requires duteties that ſhall engage for 


us, and give Security ior our Chriſtian 


Education in the Communion of the 
Church, they being obliged not only 
to lee us inſtructed in all 


Exbort. at ge neceſſarv Points of Faith 


End of Pub- 


lick Baptiſm. and Practice, but tO take 
Care, that, when we are 


fit, we be brought to the Biſhop for 
Confirmation, 
Q. What further Co are has theChurch 
expreſſed in this Particular? 
A. The Pariſh Prieſt, or Curate, is 
paticularly enjoined 70 
Can, x. 1xi. Catechiſe, to Injtrutt, and 
Examine the Youth and 
the common People in the Principies of 
the Chriſtian Religion, according to the 
Cyurch Catechiſm. And 
Rub. after the the Church farther re- 
Cacechi in. quires, that none be pre- 
ſeated as Candidates, till 


they 
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they can give an Account and Reaſon 
of their Faith, of which the Miniſter, 
who preſents them, 1s to be Judge; and 
none are even then to be confirmed, 

except the Biſhop approves of them: 


And, to ſtrike a greater Awe in the 


Candidates, they are folemnly charged 
to anſwer as in the Preſence of God, 
and the whole Congregation, 

Q. Why is a Godfa- 
ther or Goamother required Rub. at the 
fer the Perſon to be con- End of Catech. 
Armed? 


A. As a Voucher for the Sinberiey of 
the Parties they ſtand for, and to be a 


continual Monitor to them to perform 
their Vow, as well as a Witneſs of their 
making the lame. 


Q. How hath the C zurch endeavour- 
ed 19 prevent any Neglect in thoſe that 
are intruſted with the Adminiſtration of . 


e = 

She wills and ordains, that every 

7 80 or his Suffragan, in his uſual J ri- 

ennial Viſitarion, ſhould : 

per:orm, in his own Per- Can. lx. 

lon, this Rite and Ulage ; 

bit if, through any Infirinit y, he is hin- 

dercd from making his Inennial Vi- 
ſitation, 


vat 
A 
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ſitation, he is charged not to omit it 


( 20 ) 


the following Year, as ſoon as conve- 
niently may be. 

Q. What is the Miniſter of the Pa- 
riſh obliged to, when the Biſhop giveth 
Notice ofa Confirmation? 

A. The Miniſter of every Pariſh is 
obliged to bring or ſend in Writing, 

with his Hand ſubſcribed 
2 thereunto, the Names of 
all ſuch Perſons within 
his Pariſh, as he ſhall think fit to be 
preſented to the Biſhop to be con- 
firmed. 

Q. Ought Confirmation to be re- 
ceived more than once? 

A. It is not to be repeated, becauſe 
this ſolema Renewal of our baptiſmal 
Vow is ſufficient by being once per- 
formed ; and for further Supplics of 
Grace we have hereby a Title to re- 


ceive the Holy Communion, 


A Prayer 


(21) 


A Prayer before Confirmation, 70 
| be uſed by thoſe that are preparing 


for it. 


OST merciful God, by whoſe 
gracious Providence 1 was born 
of Chriſtian Parents, and early dedi- 
cated to thee in holy Baptiſm ; make 
me thoroughly ſenſible, I beſeech thee, 


of thy infinite Goodneſs in beſtowing 


upon me the bleſſed Privileges of being 
made a Member of thy Church, a Child 
of God, and an Inheritor of the King- 
dom of Heaven. 

Grant, O Lord, that, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of thy Grace, I may careiully and 


_ zealouſly perform all thoſe Conditions, 
upon which thou wert pleaſed to vouch- 


fafe to me ſuch ineſtimable Benefits: 
That I may conſtantly reſiſt the Devil, 


and all thoſe Temptations by which 


he ſeeks to deftroy me: That I may re- 
nounce all covetous Deſires of Honour, 


| Riches, and Pleaſure, and all thoſe evil 


Cuſtoms and Maxims oi the World, 
which alienate Mens Minds from the 
Love of God: That I may mortify the 

InOr- 
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622) 
inordinate Appetites of my own corrup 
Nature, of my own carnal Mind: That 
I may believe all thy holy Revelations, 
and keep thy bleſſed Will and Com- 
mandments all the Days of my Life. 

And now, O Lord, that I am about 
to renew the ſolemn Vow of my Bap- 


tiſm, and publickly in thy Preſence to 
ratify all thoſe Things I then promiſed 


by my Sureties; I humbly beſeech thee 
to enlighten my Mind with the Know- 


ledge and Underſtanding of that folemn 


Engagement I then made, and am now 


about to confirm; influence my Will 
and all the Faculties of my Soul, hear- 


tily and fincerely to perform it. 128 not 


the many and grievous Sins that I have 
committed, deprive me of thoſe Aſſiſt- 


ances of thy Holy Spirit, which I now 
expect to receive; but, on my true Re- 
pentance, let the precious Blood of my 
Saviour waſh away all my paſt Sins, 
and grant that J may be enabled to mor- 
tity and ſubdue them for the Time to 
come. And foraſmuch as without thee 


Jam not able to pleaſe thee, pour thy 
Holy Spirit into my Heart, that by 
his holy Inſpiration I may think thoſe 


Things which are good, and by his 
merciful 


* 


| (23) 

merciful Guidance may perform the 
ſame, through 7e/us Chrijt our Lord; 
in whoſe bleſſed Name and Words I 
continue to pray, ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


* 

A Prayer after Confirmation, which 
may be ſaid while others are con- 
firming, and may be added to the 
Evening Prayer by the Party con- 


firmed. 


Leſſed and praiſed be thy Holy 

Name, O Lord, for thoſe freſh 

upplies of Grace, which thou haſt 
been pleaſed to communicate to me. 

Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe com- 
fortable Aſſurances thou haſt given me 
is 85 Favour and Goodneſs towards 

Bleſſed be thy Name for that Pri- 
Aeg thou haſt now be ſtowed upon 
me of approaching thy holy Table, and 
of Urengthepipg and refreſhing my 
Soul by partaking there of the Body 
and Blood of Chr:/. 

Increaſe in me, O Lord, more and 
more, the Gifts of thy Holy Spirit, that 
I may be wile for Eternity, and make 

| It 


(24) 
it the chief Buſineſs of my Life to pleaſe 
thee in all my Actions; that I may 
love and fear thee above all Things; 
that I may be juſt and righteous in all 
my Dealings, and ready to communi- 
cate to the Neceſſities of others; that I 


, 


ſelf; ſo as not to exceed the Bounds of 
Temperance and Sobriety, 

Grant, O Lord, that my corrupt 
Nature may be daily renewed and puri- 
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ger or Perſecution may affright me 


make me careleſs and negligent in the 
Performance of it ; and thar, under Af- 
flictions moſt grievous to Fleſh and 
Blood, I may be entirely reſigned, and 
ſubmit to thy holy Will and Pleaſure, 
Let thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, ſo guide 
and govern me thro' the whole Courſe 


the World to comme, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


8 8 5. 


may keep a conſtant Watch over my- 


fied by thy Holy Spirit; that no Dan- 


from my Duty; that no Pleaſure may 


of my ſhort Life in this World, that 1 
may not fail to obtain eternal Life in 
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